
NEW IS PROGRESSIVE 
AND NEVER STOPS 
LEARNING.
New Zealand Universities



NEW IS A 
NEW ZEALAND 
EDUCATION.

New Zealand’s practical, collaborative 
style of learning gives you the real-
world skills in demand by educational 
institutions and top global employers. 
You’ll thrive in our open, diverse 
society and become a confident, 
critical and creative thinker.



FIND YOUR  
STUDY MATCH

If you’re not yet sure what to study, 
My StudyNZ can help you find a 
course and institution. 

My StudyNZ is a free, easy-to-
use online tool that matches 
you with personalised study 
recommendations. Shortlist your 
favourite matches and track your 
progress towards applying for 
courses and visas. 

  mystudynz.
studyinnewzealand.govt.nz

SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

A scholarship can help you pay your 
study and living expenses, build 
your professional networks and be a 
valuable addition to your resume.

Governments, educational 
institutions and philanthropists 
offer scholarships for international 
students, including master’s and PhD 
students. 

  studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/
scholarships

STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE

Once you’ve chosen to study in  
New Zealand, we want to support 
you to have a great experience while 
you’re living here.  

Our NauMai NZ website – named 
after the Māori phrase for ‘welcome’ 
– gives you practical information to 
help you feel at home here. It gives 
useful advice on everything from 
healthcare and personal wellbeing 
to housing, working and banking. 

  naumainz.studyinnewzealand.
govt.nz

EXCELLENT 
WORK RIGHTS

Work rights are one of the many 
benefits of studying in New Zealand. 

If you have a student visa, you may 
be able to work for up to 20 hours a 
week during term and full-time during 
holidays. Master’s by research and 
PhD students can work full-time 
during term and holidays. 

A post-study work visa could allow 
you to work in New Zealand for 1-3 
years after graduation, depending 
on your qualification and where you 
studied.

  studyinnewzealand.govt.nz/
working
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—  THE WORLDWIDE EDUCATING FOR 
THE FUTURE INDEX (2019),  
ECONOMIST INTELLIGENCE UNIT.

—  QS WORLD UNIVERSITY 
RANKINGS 2018.

ALL NEW ZEALAND 
UNIVERSITIES ARE 
RANKED IN THE TOP 
3% UNIVERSITIES IN 
THE WORLD.

NEW ZEALAND IS 
THE #1 ENGLISH-
SPEAKING COUNTRY  
AT PREPARING 
STUDENTS FOR  
THE FUTURE.
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Auckland University of 
Technology

Auckland University of Technology 
(AUT) is New Zealand’s second-
largest and fastest-growing 
university. It reflects the changing 
world, and emerging environments 
and industries. 

e: international.centre@aut.ac.nz
w: aut.ac.nz

The University  
of Auckland

The University of Auckland is New 
Zealand’s largest university. It is 
also New Zealand’s highest ranked 
university with many subjects 
ranked in the top 50 by the QS World 
University Rankings. 

e: int-questions@auckland.ac.nz
w: auckland.ac.nz/international

Massey University

Massey University is distinctive 
among New Zealand universities 
in its ability to deliver research-led 
teaching and research in the cities 
of Auckland, Palmerston North and 
Wellington. 

e: international@massey.ac.nz
w: international.massey.ac.nz
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University of Waikato

One of New Zealand’s leading 
research universities, the 
University of Waikato is made 
up of seven faculties and 
schools. It has more than 12,000 
students, including around 2,000 
international students. 

e: international@waikato.ac.nz
w: waikato.ac.nz/international
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5 Victoria University  
of Wellington

Victoria University of Wellington 
is in New Zealand’s vibrant, 
entrepreneurial capital city. 
Students benefit from the 
university’s connections to 
industries, government and 
research organisations. 

e: international@vuw.ac.nz
w: wgtn.ac.nz/international

6 University of Canterbury

The University of Canterbury was 
founded by scholars from Oxford 
and Cambridge universities in 1873. 
It has an international reputation for 
academic excellence in teaching and 
research.

e: international@canterbury.ac.nz
w: canterbury.ac.nz

Lincoln University

Founded in 1878, Lincoln has made a 
key contribution to New Zealand and 
the global economy. Highly connected 
to industry, it teaches agriculture and 
life sciences, environment, society 
and design, and commerce. 

e: international@lincoln.ac.nz
w: lincoln.ac.nz
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University of Otago

The University of Otago is  
New Zealand’s oldest university 
and is famous for its academic 
excellence and outstanding student 
experience. It offers more than 195 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes. 

e: international.admissions@
otago.ac.nz
w: otago.ac.nz
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UNIVERSITIES IN NEW ZEALAND.
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NEW ZEALAND 
UNIVERSITY 
JOURNEY.

LEVEL 3

Doctoral Degree
PhD

Master’s Degree

LEVEL 10LEVEL 9

Secondary School Age 13-18

Bachelor’s Degree
Graduate Certificate
Graduate Diploma

LEVEL 7

Postgraduate Certificate
Postgraduate Diploma
Bachelor Honours Degree

LEVEL 8

LEVEL 6

LEVEL 5

LEVEL 4

Certificate
Diploma

To gain entry to a bachelor’s 
degree, you have a few options: 

New Zealand universities 
accept a range of overseas 
school-leaver qualifications. 
Check the university websites 
for the most up-to-date 
information about what 
qualifications are accepted.

Gain University Entrance or 
its equivalent by studying at 
a New Zealand secondary 
school. 

Complete a foundation 
programme at a New Zealand 
university or other tertiary 
provider.

CHECK YOUR 
ELIGIBILITY

English Language Pathways  
English language and foundation 
programmes are available to help 
you meet entry requirements for 
tertiary level study.

Postgraduate Study
After completing a bachelor’s 
degree, you can gain a graduate or 
postgraduate diploma in one year, a 
master’s degree in one to two years 
and a PhD in three to four years. 

Undergraduate Study 
You can usually gain a 
bachelor’s degree in three 
years, and a bachelor’s degree 
with honours in four years. 



BENEFITS  
OF A PhD

There are many benefits to studying 
for a PhD in New Zealand.

Pay the same as New Zealanders 
If you’re accepted for enrolment as 
a PhD student, you’ll pay the same 
fees as New Zealand domestic 
students.

Enrol your child in school 
You’ll be able to enrol your children 
as domestic students in New 
Zealand’s state schools.

Able to work while you study 
PhD students usually have 
unlimited work rights.

Work in New Zealand after you 
graduate 
After completing your PhD, you can 
apply for a three-year work visa.

To be accepted to study for a 
PhD, you will need a sufficient 
qualification (level 8 or 9) in 
your subject area. You will have 
to show that you have the skills 
and experience to carry out 
independent research, and that 
your work will make a significant 
contribution to its field. 

You may need to find a research 
supervisor before applying to 
enrol for a PhD. Ask your preferred 
university for more information. 

  studyinnewzealand. 
govt.nz/study-options 
/phd-package
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